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| A 
True Relation 
Of a Yours Man about Seventeen 

years of Age, who was ſiruch, Dumb 
for the ſpace of T wenty fonr Hours, 
becauſe be would not Believe what 
was ſaid unto him. | 


Reader, | 


Have a ſtrange thing to acquaint' thee withal, 
concehing my Son 5; which was made known 
ro him the 2oth day of Septemter 1671, And 
and iris astrue as it is ſtrange z the Lord hath 

"> bcen working ſo powerfully npon my heart, 

that I am conſtrained togiverthe world mthis True Ac- 

count, and itis likely ts be handed our unto thee by 
an unwetthy Servant, and alſoby a very weak hand; 
but it doth <ome from & very warm and enlarged 

C > 42 - heart, 


% 
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heart; Forthe Lord hath-ſeid,: that-his Frength 15 
made-perfe& ig. weakneſs, -and hath wrought -my 
heart into {uch a frame , 'which doth encoprage me 
that he will aſſiſt. me-ro make known unto thee the 
truch, and nothing . bit the truth, ſo far a, the Lord - 
hath made-itknown-unto me; And whoſoever thou 
art that read theſe lines, I carncſtly begg it of the 
. Lord, that thou mayeſt believe theſe truths : And 
that thou mayeſt not be unbelieving; For it was for Va- 
belief. that my Sogn was ſtruck Dumb, as I ſhall give . 


thee dn gecoyntat large hereafrer, .,  , , 


- Only,” I-ſhall deſire inthe firſt-place to give thee . 
an Account what he wos, which may be anſwered-in 
cheſewords ; Thathe was a Difobedienr, Swbborn, 
and ugdutitul Child , for which my heart was qanch 
alienated from him : The following '«Acconnt.'will , 
ſatisfic thee; \Infombchithar' hid given hirh over for 
loſt, for ever having any hopes or Coinfort from. him, . 


If Father and Friends cannot prevail, we are apt - 
to give ſuch a Child over for loſt for ever ; But bleſ—; 
(etl be (God; He did net give. him: over; -but : meets 
with him by ſtrong hand,and by an Altfighty.power ; 
And.if he thaH Wark, inone ſhallZetty:{f He ſpeak - 
burche ward; the moſt Rebellious ſhaUibe made wil- 
eng ev eg mpeg. thei Lord Jeſys upon 
his/own Rarins. | r-For he: ſageh,!-chartie bath Quits; 

leid: uþ even for the moſt:Rebelliyus:j df intherdss 
" Pſalm) and the 18, -ver.. Thou Poſe afondei 0n:bigh:s. 
then haft.led Captivity, Captive, :thoy baft_ received gu: 
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KEY? 
for men Tea, for the rebellious/alfo that the Lord God 
may dwell among them, © Let not Truthibe flighted, al- 
though they come to you ih a very*plain Dreſs 5 em- 
brace them, and the Zord work-it powerfully upon 
'thy heart, as it hath becn upon mine; and if thou 
ſ2lt receive any good by it, give God the Praiſe and 
Glory of it, and / have myend andaim init; And 
I feating that 7 ſhall neither have time nor frength to 
giveevery one a particular account by word of mouth, 
1 have thoughts to have it-Printed, whereby 7 mighe - 
give every one ſatisfaction; that may come to make- 
enquiry into-the truth of- it. - $4 3547 <1 | 


' ff 7: Son going to. School to Chri#?'s Hoſpitad,, 

/ | there wete 10 Bayes ſent.co:the Eaft-1ndig,.. 

(as he told. me) and ever fince he hath had. 

' >, -, A mind to go bcyond-Sea ; He. hath asted: 

when 7 .would-pnt him-forth Apprentice > and 7 told. 
Joon as { cauld provide my (elf with an Apprentice, 


_—_— - 
' +body todo theleaſt kindneſs for me: He {aw that / 
.was lickly and weak , ſo that in my thoughts, andin 
the Opinion of others, that 7 ſhould por recover ; 
But the Lord bringerh to the brink of the Grave, and 
raiſeth up agaip, bleſſed be name of the Lord 2: Bue 
my condition was net at all confidered or minded by 
him. There wss 4 friend of mine thas did give him 
good Councel, as be had others that did the like 
Office of love ; and ſaith, thathe ſhould be a dutiful 
Ghild come, and give me content ; He alſo telling 
him that 7 ſhould be willing to do. any thing thax 
might be for his good ; and it he were more mlnded 
togoto Sea, than for a Trade here, 7 (hould be wil- 
lingo it; he replyed to my Friend, 7 ſhould beglad 
© hear my Father {ay ſo ; caſt my eyes upon him, 
and ſaw tears run down his Checks , fo 1 laid unto 

him, bc a good Child, and as ſoon as 7 have anAp. _ 
prentice, {ſhall be willing to place ycu our, for your 
good, andrhar with (| as - J1beingalinle beter in 
health now, than whar 7 had formerly been ; ſo nor 
long after he.commits a taule, and 7 thought. he did 
rn tobe corre&cd for it, and 7 did ſoy and aftcr 
. 1 gave himthe Key of my Lodging-Chamber. 7 be- 
ing then at my Shop, they en, boon from cach 
ather, bnt he did norgo home, but wene below the 
Tower, and there he croſt the water, and that night 
he went as far as the Half-way-hoxſe cowards Graves- 
exd by the Thames ſide.z and going into the Houſe, he 
called for a Pint of Beer or le, and ſome Bread, and 
while his ſtay there to refreſh himſelf, he falls into 
diſcourſe with rwo Hoy- men as they proved fect 


(5) 

an} i his Diſcourſe enquires what'Ships were going 
out z they demanded what Ships did helact> hetol1 
themany Ships that were going to/7rginia,or Fomaice, 
or any place tothe VWeftern Plantations, for he had 
agreatmi1d rorravail, an] this wavtn Septem. 1669. 


So theyſecing him in good- ſpparel,and pereciving” 
his Jofign, hee marks Marie by of him wh 
he was, fuppoſing him eobean Apprentice ; and fur- 
ther, what Friends he had, and where they lived'> 
he told them, his Father was living, bur his 4fother 
was latclie dead; Theſe two men being bound for - 
Feuerſham in-Kent, to fetch Timber , th:y agreed to 
_ take him wich them; andar theirremen, rodeliver 
_ _ _ b magmas _ om — their 

effec] Ivi waiting te de; ure eir Foy e 
> being nh Prone... ehan whae was uſual, Tj” 
ing adoves manth before their return ; in which ſpace 

time 7 laid wair all abu: che Citie for the diſco- 
veric of him, and went'twice to Graves-end to ſcarch 
ſame Ships that lxy there, and b2yond, andall orher 
ips that were ourward bon 1d for Firginra, Famaice, 
or any of the Planetions thar were in the River , 
and 7 being both very wearie,, and doubtful of 
hearing of kim, I was refolved to defiſtfrom fearch- 
ing'any more at prefent : ſo-afrcr this , the Hoy re- 
uraed, and the fan ſent his Wife to me according 
eahis firſt teſolution's who enquiring if / had nathad 
a Son gone from me? 7 an{wered, had ; fac repli'd, 
if you wilt go with meas far as Y/poing, you miy 
ſce him; waich-news was very welcom to me, for : ; 
| 2n 


(6) 
had been at a'great expence-of Honie, time, ard * 
crouble ; for by water, up, and down, in and abeur 
the Ciric, / beiteve 200 miles at leaſt; and during 
his abſence, 7 had no bodice but my ſelt-ro do any 
thing in my Trade , ſo when 7 ſaw him, '/ chid him 
for his diſobedience, yea my bowels earned to him ; 

'He was amaled to {ee me, for it:was upon.a ſudden © 
that / went down to Y/Yapping, immediately: after the 

Hoy came to the VVhart ;:{4o I,took him home with 
me.. Heſtaid withme all the next Winter,' andthe 
Spring z and- 4n the;Summer-time towards Hatveſt-. 
time, he takes, bis opportunity on a'Sabbath day ;_ 1 
being hearing the word of God, and he went with me. 
bur he ſeeing me-ſecure. for. a while, takes; aforher: 
journey, and that was about go Miles into YYVarwicks' 

ſhrreby the way he went toan Vnkle of his, my Wifes: 
brothers: to whom he gives an account , that ke had | = 
ratenthat journie in-hand:on purpoſe to-him.,<that he. 
ould be'pleaſed ta be inſtrumental ro his Father on 

his behaif, that he might be placed ovt ;- he writ: to: 
me concerning it ; I writ to him, itwas my refolutiors:/ 

as ſoon as L had an, Apprentice , to provide for-himy;. 

ſo after. many Letters kad-paſſed betwixt tis ; he was: 

perſwadg&@to return again to me; and after ſome ſtay: 

with me, tie goeth away again ona Sabbath day ſome - 

f but returned again of himſelf ; and indeed: 


5 mile off; 
all this while 7 wasunprovided of a Boy, for I, could + 
not hear pfonetil| this laſt Symmer but, we nor liking : 
each other, we parted; and I have another Boyz fince /. 
his coming, 7 had areſolution to.enquire, out a-Maſter : 
for his going to Sca, as foon- as the, Boy was bound, © 
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(7) , 
About Bartholomew-ride laſt , he committed: a fault, 
and I reproveing him for'it he ſeemed ſomewhar ſtub-= 
born, and withall gaye ſome words that I did nor 
approve of ; ſo I ſtruck him, he reſiſted again and 
ſtruck me, which did'increaſe my paſhon , and cauſed 
me to corre& him leyerely, * ſo: to be clear of me he 
crieth out Murder , ar which noife ſome Neighbours 
came in , and when rhey underſtood thar he had 
been ſv diſobedient: as ro- ſtrike- his Father , they 
very much blamed him. So I held him: faft ill 1 ſaw 
that he was ſomewhar abared in-his ſtabborneſs, and 
tr.en let him looſe, and did treat h'm:with-mild words. 
Ar laſt he became quieter, and in few dayes after asked 
me leave to-go to the Fair, Ipgranted-it : And when 
Southwark Fair came 3 he delired me ro- give hin} 
 Iraye to go thither alſo: Art which delire of his, I was 
much 'troubled' he ſhould” not 'be ſatished with the 
. former Liber:y I had given him at Bartholomew-ride. 
Fur he- cominuing his. requeſt ſtill ro me, "at laſt I 
did grant” he ſhould go ;- though nor very willing. 
So- on Wedneſday tin rhe Afternoon the 20. of - Sep- 
Zember 1651. He went into Sow/h wart Fair, and found: 
_ ir ro be 2 dirty place; did not like ir, but goes: in 
_ to ſee a play : -And when: he come forth- of. the 
_ place, - he walked abour in ir a-little, but rook no- 
delight in'i&; and was troubled thariihe-fhould «come 
roles! it.-- He returns to oame'hemeyards', 'and 
upon London/Bridge in the -open-. place;, -he' makes a 
- Rand , looking rowards the Tower, 'upon. the 
Boats andShips ,* and leaning upon-the place;,. there 
were: two Boyes cime'and-ſtood by hint, :one! on 
IN B his. 


($) | 
his left Hand, the lefler of them puts forth a Ri © 
and fſaich tell me what is this , that flyes as 1witt 
as an Arrow out of a Bow, and carries his Bridle 
under his Tail, this was a Ship under Sail, there 
was -2 man thar ſtood by him on his right hand 
and he turned himſelf roward the Sun; and faid to 
my Sonn before the »Sun be down, . that hall be 
tyed that was never tyed before, and before the 
Morrow Sun be down, that ſhall be looſe that was 
n2yer tyed before. Once 'of the Boyes being v.ry 
earneſt with 'the, Man, faith, I pray you Sir, xcll 
me the meaning. of' this, but. he. would not. So 
tic Boyes went away towards Southwark, rhe Man 
and my Senn ftaid at the ſame place, the Man faith 
ro bim, it was a fine thing to be a Traveller, and 
my. Sonn faith to him, I hope I ſhall go.yery ſud F 
denly'to Sea, and he faich to him, have you- your 
Friends conſent, Yes ſaith he? The Man ſaith to 
him he would not have himcgo to Sea, for if he 
did, he would have a great fir of ſickneſs. naming, 
the Flux , and that would colt{him. his life. Saith 
he, why. ſhall 1 be any more lick than . any body 
elſe? It would. be fo, , how do you know itz He 
faid he knew ir very well. . If you do go, the Ship. 
and all che Men,,, ſhall go ſafe.ro the place where, 
it; was $0: g0.,- and ſhould all come ;home fafe again, 
only he! was:ex6epted:,, for it ſhould coſt him his 
life.: | He-asked him; .yhetbea he did: believe. bim , 
he :faith ,;; no, he did not belicye.. him, ' nor would 
not,: but be: would go to Sca» he endeayoured to 
perlwade , him to flive'in Lynder, ayd-it Sonlh10s 

I (t well 
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well for him,. and my Sonn faith, hang Loxdew, 1 
| will. go and Fravel. So when my Sonn rakes his 
leave of the Man upon the Bridg , he puts off his. 
Hat in a jearing and deriding way,” and faith unto 
him , TI thank you for'your good Councel , bur in: 
his Heart at that time he did not intend to take: 
his Councet ; and fo parts from him, and he 
rhoughr the Man had ftayed there ar the place 
where he parted from him. So my Sonn coming 
homewards, and when he came juft to the Corner 
of Thames-ſtreet the Man overtook him, and faith, 
no further yet > Aud he faith, ng, ſo my Sonne- 
fecing of hin» and ſpeaking ro him. of a ſudden, 
was affraid,, and he ſaith be not affraid, I will do 
you no harm, So the Man turns with him art the 
Corner, and after turns with him into St. Mrchaets 
Lane, that comes into Crooked Lane, and fo into- 
Cannon Street. The Man was ſpeaking what a fine 
place this City was, if it were all built and inhabi- 
ted, and that the building in ic was more ſtately 
than thoſe of Pars, and.in other Countries. When 
he drew near to ,Pweens-[treer Corner ,. they had 
ſome Diſcourſe ,, bur cannot remember what thoſe 
words were ar preſent; bur he told the Man he 
was a Lyer. The Man was a little before him , and 
goes over the Kennel, ar the end of 9ueers-ſtreer , 
as though he would have gorie along Watling-ſtreert, 
My Sonne turns up ar the Corner of 92ueens-ſtreer , 
and- begins to run away frota the Man, and pre- 
f mily had a great pain took him in the Calyes of 
his. Legss : So that it forced him to ſtand till - 

0 02 Toe, I ls 2 ney 


ward = they 
r EY Eee Yee 3; | BTR: SS vs 
and Rooping down to fecl, on his right Legg that 
moſt pained him, he looks over his lefe ſhoulder ,. 
and ſecing the man gone he. was glad he had loſt 
his Company, and caſt his Eye on his .right Hand, 
there the Man was come cven with him, and fee. 
ing him, he was afraid, The Man faid, be not 
afraid ſo they come up that Street, and croſled over 
ro the other fide of the way, bur he kept as it were 
a loot off from the Man. Burt when they drew 
near to: come into Cheap/zge , the Man ſtep. before 
him, and takes him by the. Cloak, and faith unto 
him, be nor afraid, do you' beliexe whar I have 
ſaid unto you. My Sonn anſwered, no, I do nor 
believe. you, nor I will not believe you what you fay, 
Do . you not remember that Zacharias wear ſtruck 
dumb, naming that ir was in the firſt Chapter of 
Luke, my Son faith, I do remember there is ſuch a 
lace, but that was, becauſe he did not believe the 


Angel that told him whar ſhould come to paſs, and 
he ſaid, it may be ſo with. you, and he faid ro the 
man, are you an Angel, ſo the man gave' him no 


anſwer, and broke off that diſcourſe, and came to- 
wards Cheap-{ide, and when my Son parted from 
the man and began ro come homeyards, he. heard 
the man fay, it ſhall be ſo. So my Son rurned back 
to have called to him, bur 'could not ſpeak, and 
| ſtood at the corner looking after the man , . and 
ſaw him turn 'at the corner the ſ:me way as 
they came together. So the man being out of ſight 
he turned now to. come home rowards his Fathers, 
houſe. I do: yerily belieye my Sons Heart was full 
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of® ſorrow, and how to declare it he cha not thei, 


ſtill he was troubled thar he ſhould dnfver rhe man 
.1n ſuch a ſcorntul and deriding way , and that he 


fnould anſwer bim fo thwartingly. So he came home 


to me abour five a clock, and I being buily in the 


ſhop I ſaid nothing ro him, but I wondred he came 
home ſoſoon, bur he went direaly up ſtairs into the 
Kirchin, the Maid being there he looks abour him, 
as though it was ſome ſtrange place unto him, Sairh 
the Maid to him Thomas, methinks you have made 
great haſt home ; be far down by the Table and 
Rruck his hand rwice upon it, ſhe faith Thomas, how 


do you do? are you not well? what makes you fo 


heavy ? have you had an ill day to day ? you did uſe 
ro ſpeak to us when you came'in? what is the mart- 


' rer with you? now his Siſter hearing the Maid urging 


of him to ſpeak, ſhe ſaid tro him, brother, will you 
not ſpeak to us? I coming into the room ſeeing him 
lean on his clbow, bearing is head up with his hand, 
I'thoughrt he had been weary wirh his walk. 1 aid 
unto him, can you tind nothing to do? muſt you fir 
ſtill? go down and help the boy to ſhut up rhe ſhop, 
and as 1 ſpoke he went down, knowing nothing of 
his being dumb, : He helped che boy to ſhur up the 
ſhap, his lifter being there, ſaid tv him, brother, 
hath any body met with you, and cut out yous. 
rcngue ? he rurningrtowards her, put forth his rongue, 
and made ligns to the boy with his hand for a pen 
and ink. The boy comes up. ſtairs ro me, and 
laich, I rhink 7homas hath loſt his rongue, 'pre ently 
comerh up again, and ſaith, Maſter, I chink Thomas 
| | | hath 
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hath loft his tongue: his ſiſter cometh up allo, Fa-- 
ther, . I rhilg;my brother hath loſt his rongue : I 
{ar fill by the fire, and none of theſe meſſengers did 
move me, I thought he was not. minded to ſpeak to 
them, Bur the Maid going down of her: own accord, - 
fich-ro him, Thomas, why will you not ſpeak to us? 
you will make your Father angry, tell as, what is the 

matter with you ? he was then writing in apiece of 
paper, and turns that paper to her, wherein was 

writ theſe words 3 I cannot ſpeak, and ſhaked his 

head. Wherear ſhe was much troubled, and coming. 
up ſaith ro me, I fear all is not well with Thomas: 

Hearing of this ic ſtruck me to the heart, then IL 
went down to him, and laid my hand upon his head,. 
and ſaid, Child, how doſt thou do? he turnes a pa- 
per tome, wherein was writ, I cannot ſpeak.. I was: 
greatly amazed, and affrighted : his hand moved to- 

wards his Heart, he ſhoke his head, bis countenance: 
was. excceding ſad, his tears ran down from. his- 
Eyes : Theſe all gave in their Teſtimonics, thar they- 
were ſorrowing for the ſad Condition that had: 
befaln him. Methinks, 1 have: the fighi- thereof 

allwayes in my Eyes, in my thoughts, and oh my 

Heart, Hand, Head, Countenance and Tears, thele: 
all have a loud: and ſpeaking yoice :. Ana often ſince 
he was dumb, it draweth Tears from mine Eyes. 
] caſtivg my Eyes upon his Paper the ſccond wume,. 
I ftaw he had writ underneath thoſe formcr- words ,.. 
F cannot fpeak , ſpeak you and I can underſtand. 
So when I ſaw them, 1 ſaid unto -him, Child, give- 
Me. an account ,.. where you haye been ſince your 
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| (13) | 
went : out, "and who you haye been withal, -and he 
ahen did give me an account to this Effe&, bur ſinc 
ne hath given me alarger account, as the Lord hack 
brought thoſe things iato_ his mind. The next day 
as I was reading by him in the Afrernoon, the win- 
dow- being open, he caſt his Eyes upon the Sun, . yery 
-carneſtly for a time ; I chought he might have been 
afteted with" what I was reading off, bur he was 
only viewing of the Sun as he conteſt atrerwards, He 
ammediately pulleth our his Ink-horne and began to 
write, bur could nor proceed: for looking on the 
Sun; the Maid obſerving, that his -Lipps did move 
much, and lifted up his Hands, ſhe becconed to me 
to obſerve him, what he was a doing; I roſe up, to 
look in his Face, his Back being towards me, bur 
turning abour I ſaw tcars running very. faſt from his 
Eyes, I rook him in my Arms3 and faid unto him, 
be nor caſt down, at what time thou arr afraid, truſt 
in God, as David ſaith, in the 56. P/aim the Third 
Verle, / found mich comfort m theſe words, who among 
you that feareth the Lord and ebeyeth' the woite of 
his Servant, that walkgth in darkneſs and hath #0. light, 
Jet him traf! in the name of the Lord, and ſtay apox his 
God, inthe 5o. of Iſaiah 10. verſe, While my Sonn wag 
Kill weeping he Coughcd three times , and ar the laſt 
rime ſomething gave a jerk, -as thuugi it had been 
che breaking of. a ſtring, which hurt him a Uncle... 7 
W hereupon, his Tongue was looſed, and he ſpake, **:} 
- and ſaid, bleſſed be God, I can ſpeak, and then he k! 
._- cold ro me what the Man faid to him on LZondon- 
. Bridge, That before the Sun be down, thar- _ 
| © 
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be gwri that ſtall *be :doofe thar was 
neveryed before, his was retfembred by him not 


"Me. zaboye half-an hour vas he ſpake.. My Sonn faith, 


the min ſ{aidhe was a Seaman;jhewas 4 man-of amiddle 
**Sratuve his Clothes under- his Coar- was of: a' fad 
Eoldutd: Silk watered ; aſad colour: Cloath Coar with 
Gold-Butrons, with a Crevait plain; t\yice about: his. 
' Neck; a Cain in his Hand: walks a {beads and 
;: ; Sivord oy his hide. . 

OF Reaitgh, F4 have 2ehen tare-to. 2: avake cakes my ent 
-z0-thee "that F-wopld declare the truth and nothing bit 
rhe fhth; ; the «Lord - give. a bleſſing that it might find 
Warm entertainment it thy heart, X: zt hath dowe ini mint, 
the Lord + it powerfully upon every. ſout in. my Family, 
for he only ringeth uight out \af darkneſs , "and goed. out 
Of evil, "as Tels exPeFmcnce it af or ds ; ne nes art 
Wonder - wear, I God: WT By 2.2 | 


"* 


My Sons Kath: bid unto. OY ith hs TY not- < Haas 


 Aruck'dumyhe- would never have told:me any: ching 


what this Manat ſaid: unto kimz. bur he-would have 
poneto 5th Bur ſince-rhe: Lord thath been pleaſed. 
To'give hiiFhis fpeech; che hach ſaid; }he. will -noc. naw 


n Tas Sea; ! hop 'he: hath teen the Ekand. of the Eord: 


ns GE ven os in a anion manners i 7 


as never tycd. he, -atidbefore: the | 


